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9 th  June ,  1950. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor, 

The  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 
Borough  of  Whitehaven, 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report,  as  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  for  1949. 

The  statistics  for  the  year  will  be  found  in  the  various 
sections  of  the  Report  and  they  show  very  satisfactory  figures 
in  some  cases — not  quite  so  good  in  others. 

Births  were  higher  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  the 
Birth  Rate  continues  to  be  maintained  at  a  considerably  higher 
level  than  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  which  latter  figure  again 
showed  a  decline.  The  rates  were  respectively,  Whitehaven 
21.6,  England  and  Wales  16.7. 

Deaths  were  slightly  higher  and  the  Crude  General  Death 
Rate  was  increased  by  1.1  per  1,000  at  12.7,  as  compared  with 
a  Rate  of  11.7  for  the  whole  country  which  showed  an  increase 
also  of  0.9. 

As  usual  of  diseases  to  which  deaths  were  attributed,  those 
of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System  easily  topped  the  list, 
accounting  for  138  or  46%  of  the  total  deaths.  Next  in  order 
of  frequency  came  Cancer — 37  deaths;  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis 
and  other  Respiratory  Diseases — 29;  and  Tuberculosis — 20. 


The  improvement  in  regard  to  Tuberculosis  deaths  noted 
in  the  two  previous  years  which  had  resulted  in  a  reduction 
of  practically  50%  in  the  death  rate  from  this  disease,  was  not, 
unfortunately,  maintained  in  1949.  Deaths  rose  from  15  to 
20,  which  meant  a  rise  in  the  rate  per  1,000  of  population 
from  0.64  to  0.84  as  compared  with  0.45  for  England  and 
Wales,  so  that  once  more  the  local  rate  was  nearly  twice  the 
rate  over  the  whole  country.  As  has  been  pointed  out  so 
often  in  the  past,  rates  for  a  small  community  over  a  short 
period  tend  to  fluctuate  much  more  violently  than  those  for 
large  numbers  or  those  taken  over  a  considerable  period,  but 
it  is  none  the  less  disappointing  that  the  rate  should  jump  after 
showing  some  promise  of  decline.  Whilst  it  should  not  be  lost 
sight  of  that  the  rate  is  still  very  considerably  lower  than  the 
average  rate  for  any  five-year  period  since  records  have  been 
kept,  the  fact  undeniably  does  emerge  that  local  progress  ,  in 


the  fight  against  this  disease  is  slow  compared  with  the  steady 
improvement  in  the  country  generally.  There  is  a  very  con¬ 
siderable  shortage  of  beds  for  the  treatment  of  Tubercular 
patients  which  entails  a  long  waiting  period  after  cases  are 
notified,  but  it  is  understood  the  Hospital  Authority  is  giving 
serious  consideration  to  this  problem. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  or  number  of  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  thousand  live  births,  showed 
a  small  improvement  at  45.  A  lower  rate  has  never  been 
recorded  in  the  Borough,  and  only  once — in  1946 — has  it  been 
equalled.  It  is  still,  however,  considerably  in  excess  of  the 
rate  for  the  country  generally,  which  again  established  a  record 
low  level  at  32. 

Notifiable  Diseases  provide  the  most  satisfactory  part  of 
the  picture.  Leaving  Tuberculosis  and  Pneumonia  out  of 
account,  the  Borough  was  practically  entirely  free  from  any 
disease  of  an  infectious  character,  and  there  was  not  a  single 
death  from  such  a  disease.  For  the  third  year  in  succession 
there  was  not  even  a  case  of  Diphtheria,  whilst  the  last  death 
from  that  disease  occurred  in  1936 — the  year  when  immunisa¬ 
tion  was  introduced.  In  this  connection,  however,  it  is  some¬ 
what  disconcerting  to  see  that  fewer  infants  are  being  im¬ 
munised,  and  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised  that  apathy 
in  this  direction  when  danger  appears  to  have  been  removed 
may  lead  to  disastrous  results  in  the  future. 

Housing  is  still  the  most  urgent  need  of  the  community. 
The  number  of  houses  provided  by  the  Local  Authority  was 
only  half  the  number  completed  in  the  previous  year.  As  most 
of  these  go  to  families  who  are  living  under  overcrowded 
conditions  and  to  families  who  have  not  had  homes  of  their 
own,  the  margin  left  to  replace  obsolete  houses  is  not  sufficient 
to  cover  the  continuous  process  of  obsolescence  to  say  nothing 
of  clearing  the  accumulation  that  had  already  been  scheduled 
for  action  before  the  war.  Under  the  present  conditions 
pertaining  to  materials,  labour,  and  costs,  no  solution  of  the 
housing  problem  can  be  visualised  until  the  Council  is  in  a 
position  to  provide  houses  in  sufficient  numbers  expressly  for 
the  purpose  of  clearing  unfit  dwellings  which  by  reason  of  their 
situation  and  structural  deterioration  are  incapable  of  being 
made  fit,  at  a  reasonable  cost,  for  human  habitation.  It  is  for 
the  Council  to  decide  when  the  time  has  come  when  this 
problem  can  be  tackled,  but  it  cannot  be  regarded  with  com¬ 
placency  that  in  the  meantime  some  hundreds  of  families  are 
of  necessity  compelled  to  live  in  houses  far  below  present-day 
standards. 
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I  wish  to  express  my  continued  gratitude  to  the  members 
of  this  and  other  departments  who  have  given  help  and 
co-operation  throughout  the  year,  and  also  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  continued 
interest  and  support  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  health  of 
the  community. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  INNES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


A 


A— STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 

I. — General  Statistics. 

Area  of  Borough  in  acres . 

4.315 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 
(mid  year,  1949) . 

23,690 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1949)  accord¬ 
ing  to  Rate  Books  . 

6.543 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1949)  ... 

£111,085 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate . 

£415 

EXTRACTS  FROM 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


BIRTHS. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

...  259 

232 

491 

— Illegitimate 

10 

11 

21 

Total 

. . .  269 

243 

512 

Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  of  Population 

21.6 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

8 

9 

17 

—Illegitimate 

1 

•  — 

1 

Total 

9 

9 

18 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  33.9 
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DEATHS. 


Deaths  (all  ages) 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  Population 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per 
of  Population 


Male.  Female. 

Total. 

...  142  160 

l 

302 

12.7 

000 

14.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


From  Sepsis 
From  other  causes 


Rate  per  1,000 
{Live  &  Still)  England 
Deaths.  Births,  and  Wales. 
..  —  —  0.22 

I  I.89  O.76 


Total  ...  1  1.89 


0.98 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  45 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  45 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  48 

Deaths  from 

Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  ...  ...  — 


POPULATION. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  civil  popula¬ 
tion  in  the  Borough  at  the  middle  of  1949  was  23,690,  an 
increase  of  3io>compared  with  the  mid-year  estimate  for  1948. 
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The  population  at  the  last  census  and  the  mid-year 
estimates  since  are  shown  below :  — 


Actual  Count 

Registrar-General' s 

at  Census. 

Mid-Year  Estimates . 

1931  ... 

21,142 

21,270 

1932  ... 

— 

21,400 

1933  ••• 

— 

21,220 

1934  (Borough 

23,185 

extended)  ...  — 

1935  ••• 

— 

23,060 

1936  ... 

— 

22,970 

1937  ••• 

— 

22,380 

1938  ... 

— 

22,350 

1939  ... 

— . 

22,370 

1940  ... 

— 

22,960 

1941  ... 

— 

23,640 

1942  ... 

— 

22,940 

1943  ••• 

— 

22,490 

1944  ... 

. . .  — 

21,650 

1945  ... 

. . .  — 

21,600 

1946  ... 

— 

22,390 

1947  ... 

— 

22,580 

1948  ... 

— 

23,380 

1949  ... 

— 

23,690 

BIRTHS. 

Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  of  Population 

.  21.6 

y  )  )  ) 

England  and  Wales  ... 

16.7 

)  y  y  > 

126  Great  Towns 

18.7 

y  y  y  y 

148  Smaller  Towns  ... 

18.0 

(population  25,000 — 50,000) 

y  y  y  y 

London  Ad.  County  ... 

18.5 

y  y  y  y 

County  of  Cumberland 

18.5 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
512,  269  males  and  243  females,  of  whom  10  males  and  11 
females  were  illegitimate.  This  shows  an  increase  of  28  births 
as  compared  with  the  number  for  the  previous  year.  Illegitimate 
births  were  seven  less  and  constituted  4.1%  of  the  total  as 
against  5.8  for  the  previous  year,  and  5.0  for  the  whole  country. 
The  Birth  Rate  was  21.6  per  thousand  of  estimated  resident 
population,  the  rate  being  0.9  more  than  the  rate  for  1948, 
whereas  the  rate  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  16.7,  showed  a 
decrease  of  1.2. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  average  annual  number  of 
births  and  average  annual  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 
by  five-year  periods  since  1890,  with  the  corresponding  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  along  with  the  actual  figures  since 
1945  •  — 


Borough  of  Whitehaven. 

Engiand  and  Wales. 

Period. 

Average  Annual 
No.  of  Births. 

Average  Annual 
Birth  Kate  per  1,000 
of  population. 

Average  Annual 
Birth  Kate  per  1,000 
of  population. 

1891—1895 

586 

32.0 

30-5 

1896—1900 

595 

30.9 

29-3 

1901—1905 

644 

33.3 

28-2 

1906—1910 

592 

30.6 

26.3 

191 1 — 1915 

568 

29.6 

23-6 

1916—1920 

533 

27.8 

204 

1921—1925 

559 

27.6 

19-9 

1926—1930 

485 

24-0 

16-7 

1931—1935 

449 

20-5 

15-0 

1936—1940 

416 

18-4 

14.9 

1941 — 1945 

446 

19-8 

16-2 

Number  of  Births. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  population. 

Birth  Kate  per  1,000 
of  population. 

1946 

506 

22.6 

194 

1947 

552 

24.4 

20.5 

1948 

484 

207 

179 

1949 

512 

21-6 

16.7 

DEATHS. 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population 

•  •  • 

,,  ,,  England  and  Wales . 

11.7 

,,  ,,  126  Great  Towns 

12.5 

,,  ,,  148  Smaller  Towns  ... 

11. 6 

,,  ,,  London  . 

12.2 

,,  ,,  County  of  Cumberland 

12.8 

The  number  of  deaths  of  residents  belonging  to  the 
Borough,  after  making  allowance  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers  of  persons  normally  resident  in  the  town  who  died 
away  from  home,  and  of  persons  who  died  in  the  town  but  who 
did  not  normally  reside  there,  was  302,  viz.,  142  males  and  160 
females,  which  gives  a  Crude  Death  Rate  of  12.7  per  thousand. 
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The  actual  number  of  deaths  was  31  more  than  in  the 
previous  year,  male  deaths  being  20  less  and  females  51  more. 
The  Rate  was  up  by  1.1  as  compared  with  the  Rate  for  1948. 
The  Rate  for  England  and  Wales,  viz.,  11.7,  also  showed  an 
increase  of  0.9. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year  were  Diseases 
of  Heart  and  Circulatory  System  118,  Cancer  37,  Respiratory 
Diseases,  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis,  etc.,  29,  and  Tuberculosis  20. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  average  annual  number  of 
deaths  and  the  average  annual  crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
population  by  five-year  periods  since  1890,  with  the  corres¬ 
ponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  along  with  the  actual 
figures  since  1945  *  — 


Borough  of  Whitehaven. 

England  and  Wales 

Period. 

Average  Annual 
Number  of  Deaths. 

Average  Annual 
Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  resident 
population 

Average  Annual 
Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  population. 

1891—1895 

372 

19-9 

18.7 

1896—1900 

368 

18.1 

17.7 

1901—1905 

368 

19.2 

16.1 

1906—1910 

393 

20-4 

14.7 

1911—1915 

350 

18.2 

14.3 

1916—1920 

315 

17.3 

14.4 

1921—1925 

320 

15.6 

12.2 

1926—1930 

292 

13.8 

12-1 

1931—1935 

281 

12.8 

12.0 

1936—1940 

307 

13.6 

12.5 

1941 — 1945 

270 

12.0 

12.0 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per  1.000 
of  resident  population 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
of  population. 

1946 

274 

12.2 

11.5 

1947 

373 

16.5 

12.0 

1948 

271 

11.6 

10.8 

1949 

302 

12.7 

11.7 
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The  ages  of  all  cases  who  died  during  1949  and  the  cause 
of  death  are  shown  in  the  following  Tables:  — 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1949. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male6. 

Females. 

All  C&US6S  •••  •••  ••• 

142 

160 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

Diphtheria . 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

8 

7 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease  . 

1 

4 

Syphilis  . . 

1 

1 

Influenza  •«.  •««  »»•  ... 

2 

— 

Measles  . 

_ 

_ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

Cancer  . 

18 

19 

Diabetes  . 

_ 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

15 

21 

Heart  Diseases  . 

38 

52 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

7 

5 

Bronchitis  . 

11 

7 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) . 

1 

5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

3 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

1 

_ 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . 

_____ 

Appendicitis  . 

_ 

_ 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . 

4 

1 

Nephritis  . 

1 

5 

Puerperal  Sepsis . 

Other  Maternal  Causes  ... 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature 

Birth,  Malformations,  &c. 

5 

12 

Suicide  . 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accidents . 

2 

1 

Other  Violence  . 

10 

3 

All  Other  Causes  . 

13 

13 

11 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

One  maternal  death  took  place  within  the  year  from  ‘  ‘other 
causes/’ 

The  Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births  was, 
therefore,  1.89,  as  compared  with  the  following  rates  for  the 
whole  country:  — 


Rate  per 

England 

No.  of 

1,000 

and 

Deaths. 

Total  Births. 

Wales. 

From  Sepsis  ... 

nil 

nil 

0.22 

From  other  causes  ... 

1 

1.89 

0.76 

Total 

1 

1.89 

0.98 

No.  of 

Notifications. 

Notifications  of 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  3  5.86  6.31 

INFANTILE  DEATHS. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  thousand 


live  births :  — 

Legitimate  45,  Illegitimate  48  Total  45 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  32 

126  Great  Towns  ...  ...  ...  37 

148  Smaller  Towns  ...  ...  ...  30 

London  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

County  of  Cumberland  ...  ...  34 


The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age 
during  1949  was  23>  7  males  and  16  females,  which  gives 

an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  45  per  1,000  registered  live 
births. 

This  rate  shows  an  improvement  of  5  per  1,000  compared 
with  that  for  the  previous  year,  but  is  still  13  higher  than  the 
rate  for  the  whole  country. 

The  chief  causes  of  the  Infantile  Deaths  were  Prematurity 
and  Congenital  Defects,  which  accounted  for  17  of  the  23 
deaths,  and  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  which  accounted  for 
four.  15  or  65  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  neo¬ 
natal  period,  that  is  within  the  first  month  of  life.  The 
Mortality  Rates  for  Male  and  Female  Infants  respectively 
were  26  and  66  per  1,000,  which  is  rather  unusual,  the  Mor¬ 
tality  Rate  in  male  infants  being  generally  higher  than  in 
females. 
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INFANTILE  DEATHS  SHOWN  BY  AGES  AND  CAUSE  OF  DEATH,  1949. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  annual  average  number  of 
Infantile  Deaths  and  the  annual  average  rate  per  1,000  live 
births  by  five-year  periods  since  1890,  with  the  corresponding 
rate  for  England  and  Wales,  along  with  the  actual  figures 
since  1945 :  — 


Period. 

Borough  of  Whitehaven. 

1  England  and  Wales 

Average  Annual 
Number  of  Deaths 
under  one  year 
of  age. 

Average  Annual 
Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  per  1,000 
registered  live  births 

Average  Annual 
Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  per  1  000 
registered  live  births 

1891—1895 

88 

148 

151 

1896—1900 

89 

150 

156 

1901—1905 

92 

143 

138 

1906—1910 

84 

142 

117 

1911—1915 

79 

140 

110 

1916—1920 

62 

117 

90 

1921—1925 

57 

102 

76 

1926—1930 

44 

89 

68 

1931—1935 

33 

74 

62 

1936 — 1940 

27 

65 

55 

1941—1945 

25 

56 

50 

1946 

23 

45 

43 

1947 

32 

58 

41 

1948 

24 

50 

34 

1949 

23 

45 

' 

32 

B. —GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  BOROUGH. 

1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 
AUTHORITY. 

These  are  shown  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report.  There 
were  no  changes  in  staff. 

2.  SERVICES  PROVIDED  IN  THE  AREA. 

( a )  Laboratory  Facilities.  These  are  provided  at  the 
Cumberland  Laboratory,  Carlisle,  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service.  The  Bacteriology  necessary  for  the 
diagnosis,  prevention,  and  control  of  infectious  disease  is 
carried  out  without  charge  to  the  Local  Authority,  the  cost 
being  defrayed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

Under  the  same  scheme,  samples  of  milks  taken  on  their 
way  to  the  consumer,  are  examined  free  of  charge. 

Water  samples  are  examined  by  Mr.  C.  J.  H.  Stock, 
County  Analyst,  Darlington. 

C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Sanitary  matters  are  fully  dealt  with  in  a  report  by  Mr. 
Lord,  Sanitary  Inspector,  which  is  printed  as  an  Appendix, 
and  few  matters  call  for  special  comment. 

i.  HOUSING. 

During  1949,  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  permanent  houses 
were  completed  by  the  Local  Authority.  This  figure  includes 
120  “Easiform”  houses  and  36  “Traditional”  houses.  In 
addition,  one  hundred  and  sixty- two  more  were  in  various 
stages  of  erection  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Building  was 
distributed  as  follows:  — 


No.  in 

Completed 

In  course  of 

Scheme. 

Scheme. 

in  1949 

erection  1949 

Hensingham  No.  4 

...  102 

18 

— 

Corkickle 

. . .  260 

90 

2 

Valley  No.  1  ... 

...  70 

1 8 

52 

Valley  No.  2  ... 

...  180 

30 

102 

Valley  No.  4  ... 

...  50 

— 

6 

In  addition  fourteen  houses  were  completed  by  private 
enterprise,  and  twenty-four  were  in  course  of  erection. 

The  total  number  of  Corporation  houses  actually  occupied 
on  31st  December,  1949,  was  2,486  (including  prefabs.). 
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2.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  modified  Ennerdale  Water  Scheme  was  approved 
and  work  was  put  in  hand  laying  the  Cleator  Moor  diversion 
of  2oins.  and  i8ins.  cast  iron  mains  between  Hazleholme  and 
the  junction  of  Bowthorn  Road,  and  the  Whitehaven-Cleator 
Moor  Road. 


During  the  year  the  whole  of  the  mains  and  fittings 
together  with  the  hardening  and  sterilization  plant  were 
ordered. 

The  water  is  chlorinated  on  its  way  to  the  town,  but 
there  is  not  sufficient  gravitation  to  permit  of  filtration.  One 
sample  (bacteriological  and  chemical)  taken  prior  to  chlorina¬ 
tion,  and  ten  samples  (bacteriological)  taken  after  chlorina¬ 
tion,  were  submitted  for  examination.  All  the  chlorinated 
samples,  with  possibly  one  slight  exception,  were  reported  to 
be  of  a  pure  and  wholesome  character,  showing  that  chlorina¬ 
tion  was  being  effectively  carried  out.  The  results  of  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  unchlorinated  sample  are  shown  below :  — 


Unchlorinated  Sample  (8/12/49) 
Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ... 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 
Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

Oxygen  Absorption 
Injurious  Metals 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  100 °C. 
pH  value  of  Sample 
Temporary  Hardness  ... 
Permanent  Hardness  ... 

Colour  of  Sample  on  Hazen  Scale 
Appearance  of  Sample  in  2ft.  tube 
Odour  when  heated  to  50°C.  ... 


Parts  per  100,000 
0.9000 

0-7335 
0.0008 
0.0032 
0.1054 
None 
4.0000 
6.1 


0.4  Degrees 
0.4  Degrees 
1 


Clear  and  bright 
None 
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Microscopical  Examination 
Satisfactory. 

Bacteriological  Examination 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  at  37°C. 

after  72  hours  .  3  per  ml. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  at 

20 / 22° C.  after  72  hours  .  12  per  ml. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  at  37 0  C.  after 

72  hours  .  Positive  in  40  ml. 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  at  45°C.  in  40  ml.  Negative. 

OBSERVATIONS 

The  chemical  analysis  of  this  sample  affords  no  evidence 
of  the  presence  of  abnormal  amounts  of  nitrogenous  con¬ 
stituents,  such  as  might  be  associated  with  sewage-contami¬ 
nated  drainage,  and  the  microscopical  examination  was  also 
satisfactory,  but  the  coliform  test  disclosed  some  deterioration 
as  compared  with  the  samples  of  10th  October  and  16th 
November  last,  from  both  the  Low  Level  and  High  Level 
supplies,  and  calls  for  enquiry. 

(Signed)  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK. 


With  regard  to  the  Analyst’s  observations  re  the  coliform 
test,  it  had  not  been  made  clear  to  Mr.  Stock  that  this  sample 
was  taken  prior  to  chlorination,  whereas  the  two  samples  he 
refers  to  were  both  taken  after  chlorination. 

A  chlorinated  sample  taken  at  the  same  time  showed  B. 
Coli  test  negative  in  100  ml. — showing  that  chlorination  was 
dealing  effectively  with  the  water. 

The  results  of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  ten 
samples  after  chlorination  are  shown  in  the  following  tabula¬ 
tion  :  — 


17 


WATER  ANALYSIS. 
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No  question  of  plumbo-solvency  arose,  and  apart  from 
the  regular  chlorination,  no  action  was  required  in  regard  to 
contamination. 

In  quantity  the  supply  to  the  various  parts  of  the  town 
was  on  the  whole  satisfactory — the  average  supply  being 
approximately .  one-and-a-half  million  gallons  per  day. 

Fourteen  houses  were  provided  with  an  indoor  supply 
during  the  year,  and  7  houses  which  had  a  joint  supply  have 
been  voluntarily  closed  as  dwelling  houses,  leaving  only  about 
35  houses  with  an  approximate  population  of  140  which  are 
without  a  direct  water  supply. 

Whilst  dealing  with  water  and  water  samples,  it  might 
not  be  inappropriate  to  give  here  the  report  on  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  a  sample  of  water  taken  from  the  Public  Swimming 
Bath. 

Sample  from  Salt  Water  Swimming  Bath.  (21.  7.49). 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  at  37 °C. 

after  72  hours  ...  ...  ...  ...  40  per  ml. 

Number  of  colonies  ^n  Nutrient  Agar  at 

20 /22°C.  after  72  hours  ...  ...  ...  15  per  ml. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  Test  at  37°C. 

after  72  hours .  Negative  in  100  ml. 

Clostridium  Welchii  Test  at  44°C. 

in  40  ml.  after  48  hours  ...  ...  ...  Negative. 

The  sample  is  satisfactory  for  a  salt  water  swimming  bath 
water. 

{Signed)  CYRIL  J.  H.  STOCK. 

D.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

1.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis). 

Infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  are  shown  by 
age-groups  in  the  following  table  with  the  number  admitted 
to  Hospital  and  the  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases. 

With  the  exception  of  Pneumonia  cases,  which  showed  a 
slightly  higher  rate  than  for  the  country  as  a  whole,  the  year 
was  the  freest  on  record  as  regards  Notifiable  Diseases,  and 
apart  from  Pneumonia  and  Tuberculosis,  there  was  not  a 
single  death  from  Notifiable  Diseases. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

Six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  This  gives  a 
rate  of  0.25  per  1,000  of  population  as  compared  with  1.63  for 
England  and  Wales.  None  was  admitted  to  hospital,  and 
there  were  no  deaths. 

Diphtheria. 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  no  cases  were  notified. 
This  gives  a  rate  of  nil  per  1,000  of  population  as  compared 
with  0.04  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  average  number  of  notifica¬ 
tions  of  Diphtheria  by  five  year  periods,  the  incidence  per 
1,000  of  population,  the  average  annual  number  of  deaths, 
and  the  mortality  rate  per  100  cases  notified.  The  individual 
figures  for  the  years  1936  (when  immunisation  was  first  com¬ 
menced)  to  1949  inclusive,  are.  also  shown. 


Period. 

- 

Average 
•  Annua] 
Number  of 
cases 
notified. 

Average 
Annual 
attack  rate 
per  ,000  of 
population. 

** 

Average 
Annual 
number  of 
deaths. 

Average 
Annual 
fatality 
rate  per  100 
notified 
cases. 

1896—1900 

7 

0-4 

2.0 

29 

1901  1905 

12 

0-6 

3-4 

28 

1906—1910 

8 

0.4 

2-2 

28 

1911  —  1915 

9 

0-5 

2-0 

22 

1916—1920 

7 

0-4 

2.0 

29 

1921  —  1925 

16 

0-8 

0.6 

4 

1926—1930 

14 

0-7 

0.8 

6 

1931 — 1935 

18 

0-8 

2-2 

12 

1936—1940 

15 

0-7 

0.6 

4 

1941  —  1945 

4 

0-2 

0.0 

0 

*1936 

31 

1.3 

3 

10 

1937 

24 

1.1 

0 

0 

1938 

14 

0.6 

0 

0 

1939 

2 

0.1 

0 

0 

1940 

4 

0-2 

0 

0 

1941 

5 

0-2 

0 

0 

1942 

2 

0-1 

0 

0 

1943 

3 

0.1 

0 

0 

1944 

8 

0.4 

0 

0 

1945 

2 

0.1 

0 

0 

1946 

3 

0.1 

0 

0 

1947 

0 

0.0 

0 

0 

1948 

0 

0.0 

0 

0 

1949 

0 

0.0 

0 

0 

*  Immunisation  commenced  in  1936. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  there  has  not  been  a  single  death 
from  Diphtheria  since  1936. 


Diphtheria  Prophylaxis 

The  responsibility  for  this  has  now  passed  entirely  to  the 
County  Council,  and  I  am  indebted  to  the  Divisional  County 
Medical  Officer  for  the  information  relating  to  the  Borough. 

During  1949,  a  total  of  386  new  immunisations  were  com¬ 
pleted,  273  in  the  0-5  years-of-age  group,  and  113  in  the  5-15 
year  groups. 

In  addition,  710  children  were  re-immunised,  re-immunisa¬ 
tion  being  available  for  the  children  who  have  beenlmmunised 
in  infancy  and  are  now  beginning  school,  and  for  older 
children  whose  immunisation  was  done  more  than  four  years 
ago. 

The  total  number  of  children  immunised  since  the  scheme 
was  begun  under  local  arrangements  in  1936,  has  now  reached 
the  total  of  10,065,  and  these  are  shown  by  ages  at  the  time 
of  their  original  immunisation  in  the  Table  hereunder. 

The  position  is  highly  satisfactory  as  regards  the  older 
children,  but  the  number  of  the  “under-fives"  who  were 
immunised  in  1949  showed  a  distinct  falling  off,  and  the  per¬ 
centage  in  this  group  is  less  than  is  considered  necessary  to 
afford  adequate  protection. 

PERCENTAGES  OF  CHILD  POPULATION  IMMUNISED. 

(a)  0-5  years  of  age. 

The  number  of  children  in  the  age-groups  1945-1949  in¬ 
clusive  who  were  immunised  on  the  31st  December,  1949,  and 
of  whom  the  Local  Authority  has  details,  was  1,217,  a  nett 
decrease  for  the  year  of  81.  The  number  of  children  in  these 
groups,  according  to  a  figure  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General,  was  2,263,  so  that  the  percentage  immunised  was  53, 
a  decrease  of  6  per  cent,  over  the  number  for  the  previous 
year. 

( b )  5-15  years  of  age. 

The  number  of  children  in  the  age-groups  1935-1944  in¬ 
clusive  who  were  immunised  on  the  31st  December,  1949,  and 
of  whom  the  Local  Authority  has  details,  was  3,904 — 87  more 
than  the  figure  for  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  children 
in  these  groups,  according  to  a  figure  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General,  was  3,788,  so  that  the  percentage  immunised  was  100. 

It  should,  however,  be  pointed  out  that  the  table  does  not 
allow  for  deaths,  etc.,  in  the  numbers  shown  as  immunised. 
The  fact  remains  that  this  group  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
wholly  immunised. 

(c)  Over  15  years  of  age. 

The  number  over  15  years  of  age  on  the  31st  December, 
1949,  who  have  been  immunised  was  4,944. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Persons  Inoculated  Each  Year  1936—1949 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Three  cases  were  notified,  2  from  Whitehaven  Hospital, 
and  the  other  from  a  nursing  home.  The  rate  per  1,060  total 
births  was  5.86  as  compared  with  6.31  for  the  country  as  a 
whole,  but  one  of  the  cases  notified  did  not  belong  to  the 
Borough,  so  that  the  figure  for  Whitehaven  cases  alone  would 
be  3.91. 

Pneumonia. 

Twenty-two  cases  of  Acute  Primary,  or  Influenzal  Pneu¬ 
monia  were  notified,  giving  a  rate  of  0.93  per  1,000  of  popula¬ 
tion  as  compared  with  0.80  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
number  of  deaths  from  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  was  6,  six  less 
than  in  the  previous  year. 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum. 

No  case  was  notified. 

Erysipelas. 

One  case  was  notified,  giving  a  rafe  of  0.04  per  1,000  of 
population,  compared  with  0.19  for  England  and  Wales. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 

No  case  was  notified.  The  rate  per  1,000  of  population 
for  England  and  Wales  was  0.02. 

Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-Encephalitis . 

One  case  was  notified,  giving  a  rate  of  0.04  per  1,000  of 
population  compared  with  0.14  for  England  and  Wales.  This 
was  a  mild  abortive  case  without  paralysis.  Another  child 
was  admitted  as  a  suspect,  but  was  returned  “diagnosis  not 
confirmed”. 

Measles. 

Five  cases  were  notified,  as  against  243  in  the  previous 
year..  The  rate  was  0.21  per  1,000  of  population  compared 
with  8.95  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Seven  cases  were  notified,  as  against  63  in  the  previous 
year.  The  rate  was  0.29  per  1,000  of  population  compared 
with  2.39  for  England  and  Wales.  There  were  no  deaths. 

II.— CANCER. 

There  were  37  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year,  one 
more  than  in  1947.  The  Mortality  Rate  from  this  disease  was 
1.56  per  1,000  of  population,  as  compared  with  the  figure  for 
the  country  as  a  whole  of  1.87. 
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The  primary  sites  of  the  lesions  were  as  follows :  — 
Males.  Females. 


Tongue  ... 

...  1 

Larynx  ... 

1 

Oesophagus 

...  1 

Stomach 

5 

Stomach 

...  7 

Liver 

2 

Liver 

...  1 

Gall-bladder 

1 

Colon 

...  1 

Colon 

1 

Rectum  ... 

...  1 

Rectum  ... 

1 

Bronchus 

•••  3 

Breast 

3 

Lung 

...  2 

Ovary 

2 

Brain 

...  1 

Uterus 

3 

18 

* 

19 

The  average  age 

at  death  of  all  cases  was  62  years- 

-of 

males  59,  and  of  females  64. 

The  Death  Rate  from  Cancer  in  the  Borough  as  compared 
with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  by  five-year  periods  is 
shown  in  the  following  Table,  together  with  the  figures  since 
1945 :  — 


Period 

Borough  of  Whitehaven 

England  and  Wales 

Average  no. 
of 

deaths 

Average  rate  per 
1,000  of 
population 

Average  rate  per 
1,000  of 
population 

1901—05 

17 

0.90 

0.87 

1906—10 

15 

0.77 

0-94 

1911—15 

17 

0.87 

1.05 

1916—20 

24 

1.30 

1.18 

1921—25 

23 

1.11 

1.27 

1926—30 

25 

1.19 

1.41 

1931—35 

31 

1.39 

1.53 

1936—40 

39 

1.74 

1  66 

1941—45 

34 

1.41 

1.87 

1946 

38 

1.69 

1.84 

1947 

53 

2.35 

1.85 

1948 

36 

1.54 

1.86 

1949 

37 

1.56 

1.87 
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III. —  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBER¬ 
CULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  62  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936. 

IV.— TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  new  cases  and  mortality 
for  the  Borough  of  Whitehaven  during  1949,  by  age-groups 
and  sex :  — 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non-Res 

piratory 

Respiratory 

Non -Re 

spiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1—  5 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0  . 

0 

5—10 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

10—15 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15—20 

1 

3 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

20—25 

2 

3 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

4 

1 

25—35 

2 

4 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

35—45 

4 

2 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

45—55 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55—65 

2 

2 

0 

1 

3 

1 

0 

2 

65  and 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

upwards 

Total 

15 

15 

2 

7 

8 

7 

1 

4 

Total  new  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Total  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

New  Cases. — New  cases  include  1  male  Pulmonary  case 
notified  from  H.M.  Forces,  and  8  deaths  which  had  not  been 
previously  notified.  Altogether,  the  new  cases  show  an  in¬ 
crease  of  6  as  compared  with  the  figure  for  the  previous  year, 
the  male  cases  being  three  less  in  each  of  the  two  groups, 
whereas  the  female  cases  were  six  more  in  each  group. 

Deaths. — Deaths  for  the  year  were  5  more  than  in  the 
previous  year,  male  respiratory  deaths  being  1  more  and 
female  non-respiratory  deaths  4  more? 

Of  the  20  deaths,  8  had  not  been  notified  prior  to  death 
as  suffering  from  this  disease.  This  represents  40%  of  the 
total — an  excessively  high  proportion.  Of  the  five  non-respira¬ 
tory  deaths,  only  one  had  been  previously  notified.  In  all 
such  cases  an  explanation  was  asked  for  from  the  practitioner 
concerned. 


26 


DEATH  RATE. 


Death  Rate  per  1 

,000  of  population:  — 

England  and 

Whitehaven. 

Wales. 

Respiratory 

.  0.63 

0.40 

Non-Respiratory 

0.21 

0.05 

All  Forms 

0.84 

0-45 

The  rate  shows  a  deterioration  of  0.20  as  compared  with 
the  rate  for  the  previous  year,  and  is  almost  double  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
population  from  Tubercular  Diseases  in  Whitehaven,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  by  five-year  groups 
from  1911,  together  with  the  figures  since  1945:  — 


Year 

Groups 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms). 

Whitehaven. 

England 
and  Wales. 

Death 
Rate  per 
1,000 

Whitehaven. 

England 
and  Wales 
Death. 
Rate  per 
1,000 

Average 
Number  of 
Deaths. 

Average 
Rate  per 
1,000. 

Average 
Number  of 
Deaths. 

Average 
Rate  per 
1,000. 

1911—15 

19.8 

1.03 

1.05 

34.6 

1.81 

1.41 

1916—20 

22.2 

1.22 

1.11 

33.6 

1.85 

1.48 

1921—25 

22.2 

1.10 

0.86 

29.8 

1.47 

1.08 

1926—30 

20.0 

0.95 

0.76 

25.2 

1.20 

0.94 

1931—35 

20.4 

0.94 

0.61 

26.8 

1.23 

0.81 

1936—40 

20.6 

0.91 

0.56 

24.8 

1.10 

0.67 

1941—45 

17.0 

0.76 

0.55 

23.6 

1.05 

0.66 

1946 

21 

0.94 

0.46 

28 

1.25 

0.54 

1947 

13 

0.58 

0.47 

17 

0.75 

0.55 

1948 

14 

0.60 

0.44 

15 

0.64 

0.51 

1949 

15 

0.63 

0.40 

20 

0.84 

0.45 
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The  number  of  cases  belonging  to  the  district  who 
received  Sanatorium  treatment  during  the  year  are  shown  in 
the  following  Table:  — 


SANATORIUM  TREATMENT 


In 

Institutions 
1st  Jan. 
1948. 

Admitted 

Dis¬ 

charged. 

Died. 

In 

Institutions 
1st  Jan. 
1949 

Pulmonary  Cases: 

Men  . 

3 

13 

8 

2 

6 

Women  . 

3 

8 

4 

— - 

7 

Boys  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Girls 

— 

* 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Pulmonary  Cases: 

Men  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Women  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Boys  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Girls  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Observation  Cases: 

Males 

7 

4 

7 

— 

4 

Females  . 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Total 

18 

26 

22 

3 

19 

The  above  Table  shows  the  number  of  Tuberculosis  cases 
and  Observation  Tuberculosis  cases  from  the  Borough  of 
Whitehaven  that  received  Sanatorium  treatment  under  the 
County  Council  Scheme  during  1949.  Altogether  44  cases 
from  Whitehaven  were  treated  in  Sanatoria  during  the  year, 
a  decrease  of  6  as  compared  with  1948. 
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The  number  of  notified  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
at  the  end  of  1949  was:  — 

Pulmonary — Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

— Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Non-Pulmonary — Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

— Females  ...  ...  ...  26 


Total  ...  235 
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APPENDIX . 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S 

REPORT. 


Health  Department, 

8i,  Lowther  Street, 

Whitehaven. 
February,  1950. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Whitehaven. 

Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  twenty-seventh  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949. 

Eighty-four  preliminary  notices  have  been  served  during 
the  year  and  it  has  again  not  been  necessary  to  serve  any 
statutory  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Acts.  Only  work 
of  an  urgent  nature  has  been  asked  for  and  this  has  always 
been  done  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 


INSPECTIONS. 


Visits  to  slaughterhouses  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

543 

,,  ,,  bakehouses 

•  •  •  .  .  . 

54 

,,  ,,  factories  ... 

hi 

,,  ,,  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milk  shops 

80 

,,  ,,  food  preparing  premises 

181 

,,  ,,  ice  cream  shops 

76 

,,  ,,  shops 

30 

,,  ,,  verminous  houses 

23 

,,  ,,  offensive  trades 

10 

,,  ,,  caravans  ... 

20 

,,  ,,  new  drainage  works 

43 

,,  ,,  vessels  in  harbour 

98 

,,  ,,  rat  infested  premises  ... 

10 

Cases  of  Infectious  disease  investigated  . . . 

42 

Visits  after  Infectious  disease 

25 

Milk  samples  obtained 

91 

Water  samples  obtained  ... 

13 

Ice  cream  samples  obtained  . 

29 

Housing  Inspections  P.H.  Act  . 

225 

Housing  Inspections  Housing  Act 

2 

Interviews  with  owners  or  occupiers 

546 

Miscellaneous 

148 

Total  ... 

2400 
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IMPROVEMENTS. 
Obstructed  drains  cleansed 

.  30 

Drains  repaired 

.  19 

New  pedestal  W.C.s  fixed 

.  9 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired 

11 

New  flushing  cisterns  fixed 

.  2 

House  roofs  repaired 

.  42 

New  sinks  fixed 

.  1 

Plastering  repaired 

.  11 

Stairs  repaired 

. .  2 

Floors  repaired 

.  2 

Cowsheds  limewashed 

.  25 

Offensive  accumulations  removed 

.  3 

New  dust  bins  provided  ...  '  ... 

.  14 

Houses  disinfected 

.  18 

Houses  disinfested . 

.  4 

Miscellaneous 

. . . 

.  11 

Total  ...  204 

FACTORIES 

INSPECTIONS. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupies  s 
Prosecut’d 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 

tions  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  . 

(2)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  to  which  Section  7 
applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local 
Authority  (Transfer  of 
Enforcement)  Order,  1938 

(b)  others 

(3)  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

Total . 

27 

64 

-  — 

— 

108 

101 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

135 

165 

— 

— 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 

Number  of 
Defects 

Cases  in  which 
were  found 

Number  of 
Cases  in 
which 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Refe 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  . 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
doors  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•Sanitary  Conveniences : 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective  . 

3 

3 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  . 

Other  offences  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  Homework) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

12 

12 

— 

2 

— 

SHOPS. 

Thirty  visits  were  paid  to  shops,  and  it  was  not  found 
necessary  to  make  any  complaint. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

It  was  unnecessary  to  take  any  action  in  this  respect 
during  the  year. 

VERMINOUS  HOUSES. 

The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  with  vermin 
was  7,  viz. :  — 

4  Council  Houses 
3  Other  Houses 

In  one  of  the  Council  Houses  the  infestation  was  bad,  and 
necessitated  stripping  and  fumigating,  but  the  remaining  cases 
were  of  a  minor  nature  and  the  premises  were  cleared  by 
spraying  with  Zaldecide. 
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HOUSING. 

It  has  again  been  impossible  to  undertake  any  systematic 
housing  work,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  new  houses.  Under 
an  arrangement  with  the  House  Management  Committee,  35% 
of  all  houses  available  for  letting  are  allocated  to  the  Health 
Department  for  re-housing  tenants  in  bad  houses.  During 
the  year  65  tenants  were  re-housed,  and  the  houses  vacated 
were  closed  voluntarily  by  the  owners.  No  formal  action  was 
taken  in  respect  of  any  house,  and  until  more  houses  are 
available  it  seems  that  this  system,  slow  though  it  is,  will  have 
to  continue. 

With  regard  to  repair  of  old  houses,  this  work  is  still 
confined  to  matter  of  an  urgent  nature  and  no  works  involving 
extensive  repair  have  been  called  for  owing  to  the  continued 
shortage  of  labour  and  material  and  the  high  cost  of  carrying 
out  major  alterations. 

OVERCROWDING. 

The  position  with  regard  to  overcrowding  remains  very 
much  as  it  was  twelve  months  ago.  No  accurate  figure  can 
be  given  without  making  a  survey  of  the  district;  it  is  fairly 
safe  to  assume  that  owing  to  marriage  of  sons  and  daughters 
who  are  compelled  to  live  in  the  house  of  their  parents  over¬ 
crowding  still  remains  a  very  serious  problem. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949  came  into  opera¬ 
tion  on  October  1st,  1949,  and  the  Local  Authority  ceased  to 
have  control  over  the  production  of  milk  in  the  area.  They 
are  now  concerned  only  with  its  distribution.  The  Register 
consists  of  persons  vvjio  distribute  milk,  and  of  premises  where 
milk  is  kept  or  equipment  stored.  There  are  13  persons 
and/or  premises  in  the  Borough,  viz. : — 6  persons  with  dairy 
premises,  6  who  distribute  direct  from  a  farm  or  distribution 
centre,  and  1  who  sells  bottled  milk  only  from  a  shop. 


During  the  year  91  samples  were  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination,  the  results  being  as  follows:  — 


Grade. 

No. 

Satisfactory . 

Unsatisfactory . 

T.T.  ... 

45 

37-82.2% 

8-17.8% 

Accredited 

30 

24-80.0% 

6-20.0% 

Ungraded 

16 

12-75.0% 

4-25-0% 

Twenty-five  samples  were  examined  for  T.B.  and  two  were 
positive.  The  results  were  communicated  to  the  County 
Council. 
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Eighty  visits  were  paid  to  dairies  and  cowsheds,  and 
generally  they  were  found  to  be  conducted  satisfactorily. 

FOOD  PREPARING  PREMISES. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-one  visits  were  paid  during  the 
year  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  including  premises 
registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  These 
food  preparing  premises  include  butchers'  shops  where  making 
up  is  carried  out,  fried  fish  shops,  snack  bars,  and  restaurants 
as  well  as  premises  carrying  on  fish  smoking  and  the  cooking 
of  fish  cakes.  These  premises  are  now  provided  with  the 
necessary  facilities  for  observing  strict  personal  hygiene  and 
for  this  purpose,  which  demands  among  other  things,  a 
sufficient  supply  of  hot  water,  many  gas  and  electric  geysers 
have  been  installed. 

Among  other  food  premises,  all  butchers'  shops  and  bake¬ 
houses  have  been  equipped  and  as  the  supply  of  geysers 
improves  attention  will  be  paid  to  other  premises  handling 
food. 

While  no  organised  lectures  or  instructions  have  been 
carried  out  to  the  trades  concerned  on  the  very  important 
subject  of  the  clean  handling  of  food,  much  time  has  been  spent 
in  all  cases  where  visits  were  made  on  this  subject,  with 
particular  reference  to  the  observance  of  hygienic  practices 
among  both  male  and  female  staffs.  It  is  my  belief  that  more 
can  be  accomplished  by  a  confidential  visit  to  the  parties 
concerned  than  delivering  organised  addresses  on  what  is,  to 
most  people,  a  delicate  subject.  While  it  is  fair  to  say  that 
the  food  trades  in  general  are  becoming  increasingly  aware 
of  this  aspect  to  their  businesses,  and  no  opposition  has  been 
experienced  to  suggested  improvements,  yet  without  an 
advance  in  hygiene  education  the  finest  facilities  are  of  little 
avail. 

More  attention  has  been  given  to  the  ice  cream  trade  and 
there  has  been  a  steep  increase  in  the  amount  of  this  commodity 
consumed  by  the  public,  which  now  looks  upon  ice  cream 
more  as  an  addition  to  diet  than  as  a  luxury  for  children. 

There  are  nine  manufacturers  of  ice  cream  in  the  Borough 
and  twenty-five  retailers.  Where  it  has  been  thought  advis¬ 
able  certain  of  these  retailers  have  been  registered  for  the 
sale  of  prepacked  blocks  only.  Owing  to  the  efficiency  of 
small  counter  refrigerators  the  prepacked  article  has  been 
encouraged  and  from  a  hygienic  point  of  view  this  is  good 
practice.  I  believe  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  most  food 
shops  will  retail  ice  cream  in  prepacked  blocks  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  their  trade. 


During  the  year  35  samples  were  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  and  the  results  were  as  follows:  — 


Grade  1. 
Grade  2. 
Grade  3. 
Grade  4. 


11 

12 
8 
4 


Three  vendors  were  involved  in  the  Grade  4  samples  and 
repeat  samples  after  investigations  of  manufacturing  condi¬ 
tions  resulted  in  one  of  these  vendors  reaching  Grade  I  and 
one  to  Grade  2.  The  other  was  not  altered.  All  nine  manufac¬ 
turers  have  co-operated  in  attempts  to  place  their  products  in 
the  highest  grade. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSE  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  Central  slaughterhouse,  Pottery  Lane  continues  in 
use  for  the  slaughter  and  dressing  of  all  animals  in  the  White¬ 
haven,  Workington  and  Ennerdale  Rural  districts.  The 
establishment  continues  well  conducted  and  maintained  and 
is  capable  of  handling  a  larger  output  if  necessary,  than  is  at 
present  possible  owing  to  supplies.  All  frozen  meat  coming 
into  the  area  is  distributed  from  this  point. 

As  in  previous  y^ars,  no  animal  is  released  as  fit  for 
human  consumption  until  after  inspection  and  this  duty 
renders  it  necessary  for  one  Inspector  to  be  employed  prac¬ 
tically  full  time  at  the  slaughterhouse. 

Relations  between  members  of  this  Department  and  the 
officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  Wholesale  Meat  Association 
and  Retail  Buying  Committees  continue  satisfactorily. 

During  the  year  several  improvements  have  been  carried 
out  to  the  premises  by  the  owner  as  well  as  by  the  Ministry. 
The  whole  of  the  front  yard  has  been  laid  in  concrete  and  the 
road  in  the  large  yard  at  the  rear  is  nearly  completed. 
Previously  these  yards  were  rolled  slag  and  became  churned 
up  in  wet  weather.  The  existing  fat  room  has  also  been 
concreted,  and  much  of  the  drainage  system  relaid  in  cast  iron 
with  filter  gullies  where  necessary.  New  sliding  doors  have 
been  fitted  and  a  new  loading  bay  installed  so  that  discharging 
of  frozen  supplies  can  proceed  without  holding  up  loading, 
thus  ensuring  a  quicker  turn-round  of  vehicles. 

Three  gas  geysers  supplying  hot  water  over  lavatory 
basins  for  personal  hygiene  have  now  been  fitted,  thus  bring¬ 
ing  the  slaughterhouse  up  to  the  standard  we  demand  in  food 
premises. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  animals  slaugh¬ 
tered  and  the  condemnations  during  the  year:  — 


Cattle 

ex¬ 

cluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

2,305 

1,220 

3,282 

17,566 

115 

Number  inspected 

2,305 

1,220 

3,282 

17,566 

115 

All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

8 

26 

41 

51 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

67 

8 

103 

3 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  . 

2.86 

1.49 

0.88 

5.22 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

7 

42 

2 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  . 

741 

_ 

_ 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  . 

22.41 

0.06 

7.83 

Total  Weight  of  Meat  Condemned,  40  tons,  11  cwts,  0  lbs. 
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OTHER  ARTICLES  OF  FOOD  SURRENDERED 

• 

Fresh  Meat 

•  •••  •••  %  •  •  ••• 

74 

Miscellaneous 

Tinned  Meats 

933 

Miscellaneous 

Tinned  Fruit  and  Vegetables 

787 

Tinned  Milk 

468 

Tinned  Fish 

120 

Frozen  Beef 

486 

Bacon,  Ham, 

Pork . 

99 

Fish  Cakes 

82 

Fish  (Wet) 

997 

Cereals 

145 

Various 

24 

Fruit  ... 

54 

Potatoes 

¥ 

6720 

Dried  Fruits 

84 

Yeast  ... 

67 

Vegetables 

350 

Flour  ... 

140 

Cheese 

47 

Chickens 

79 

Rabbits 

48 

Butter 

.  63 

Total  11,867 

lbs. 

y  y 

y  y 

9  9 

9  9 

y  y 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 
9  9 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  is  still  only  one  offensive  trade  on  the  Register, 
viz :  —  A  Rag  and  Bone  Dealer. 

Ten  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  premises  and  generally 
they  have  been  conducted  satisfactorily. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  LORD, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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